[Frozen section biopsy in the assessment of organs for transplantation].
The success of transplantation and the increase in its indications has caused organ donations to be unable to meet the global demand. By broadening the donor selection criteria and accepting so-called suboptimal donors in an attempt to solve this problem, a careful individualized assessment is required of the validity of each donor. This often implies the need for a pretransplantation biopsy study. Evaluation of frozen-section biopsy studies in the assessment of graft and donor validness in the the transplantation program of the La Fe University Hospital (Valencia, Spain) during 1998, when a total of 301 solid organ transplantations were performed. Sixty pretransplantation frozen-section biopsies were performed (29 of the liver, 21 renal, 3 lymph nodes, 3 brain, 2 prostatic, 1 myometrial and 1 pericardial). As a result of the bioptic study, 18 transplantations were invalidated (30% of all biopsies). The most frequent causes of invalidation were liver macroesteatosis (7 cases), malignancies (5 cases) and renal parenchymal lesions (5 cases). Among the tumor diagnosis there were one false-positive and one false-negative results of malignancy. Frozen-section biopsies evaluation in suboptimal organ donors or donors suspected of suffering disease integrates morphological analysis in the transplantation team decision process, and affords a quality factor in the selection of donors.